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FHERE is not, perhaps, throughout. the Bible 
L a ſtory that preſenis us with. a, more ſtriking- __ 
| uſeful moral than that of Samſon; I ſhall fe. 
it nearly in the words of the Scripture, making 
h e as muſt nawurally affe in the — 
iſe of it., „ TT RO 
In the 13th. chapter of the Book of, Judges, we” 
id that + The children of Iſrael did evil again in 
light of the Lord, and that he delivered them 
0 the hands of the Philiſtines forty  yeats.”; At 
end of that period the Lord. ſent his Angel to. 
viſe of a certain, man, named Manoah, of Zorah, 
the family of the Danites, and he faid unto her 
behold now thou art barren, but thou ſhalt con- 
ye and bear a ſon, now therefore beware I pray 
and drink not wine, nor ſtrong drink; ay eat. 
any unclean thing, for 16! thou thalt conceiye 
| bear a ſon, and no razor ſhall come on his 
d; for the child ſhall be a Nazarite unto Gt 
the womb; and he ſhall begin todehver Ifrael © _-- 
of che hand of the Philiſtines.“ The wife of 
ah in due time, according to the word of the 
ch bore the child promiſed, and called his name 
wh and the child grew and the Lord blei-. 
im, " £ de. CP , 2 3 A ** * 
den Samſon arrived at man's eſtate, he ſawa 
ny woman among the daughters of the Philiſtines 


7 


= 


9 & 


* 


1 - 
8 
* 
__ * 


8 tha leaſed bim, * Nala his 1 
| * her r bis wife. This was 2 contrary 
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LS mitted him to. take a wife from among the Philiſt 
that it. might in the end give Samſon, a fayoural 
FR OP rtunity to begin the deliverance 1 had p 
| ed, tf whey Sam ploy's) father d mother 
785 him fof init to take is e from amo 
5 LO the uncircumciſed, it is ſaid, chask Xill,, vet. 
* put his father and. mother knew nat chat it wa 
the Lai, that he ſought occafon againſt the 
| 5 
3 : Samfon wi 1 with wonderful ſtrength 
606) in His way 10 Timnah, a city of the Philiſti 
13 _where the parents of the young woman he was 
FD to ſeek in marriage, lived, Vie was attacked 
3 * lion; * and the S. pilit of the Lord c 
migziil upon him and he 115 him (the lion] as 
Would ave done a kd; ; And he had pain Nos 
49 bg nothing to defend imfelt) in his bah“ 
111 Sas ſon e At Timnah, his father 1105 
- - _-  Fyouhg, Woman of her" patents, and Samſon, t t 
ROS. of” wiſe, and, according | 10 the cuſtom of 
4 couptry, * nade a feaſt on the occaſion that lal 
fee days; for though he w was a Nazarite he 
Fs _ a0 th be fig pgular in a thing of that natur 
Ua. t is nd part rs religion to att Kate to the 
0 Wks ms of the places where ve live; 
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K+. te we muſt be well are that they gre inhod 
Ssamſon to entertain his gueſts propoſed a Rit 
And laid a wager. with them that they coull 
"ao PR And it out. I „on 
5 It ſeems to have“been an ahcil cuſtom, | 
- _ friend were together on ſuch occaſions not 08 
3 bo ns time in eating and drinking, wu to ply 
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Kous n bk. MET Vale 1. 
Wir y might be tried or N and, H, 
web more rational. yas 9405 than oe ae Ge 
Holten diſgrages the pre ſent, age. 0 1 6 bout _. * 
eplafs till N ere d, and, we arg 1 1 


wy Nou. the brute, .-$ Fam ſon Wager was laid a, in 
n amo 5 but, when ater ſeve 


75 y. of een! 
js th ey. 10 108 nd. 11 could Pot make. out the. be . 
„they we al 5 + diſhondurabl } 8 

* to 5 t ſolution by unfair means. 
lan once gets foqting in gur. hearts RES 18,1 


repgth Achs of wickedneſs to - Which he. will Hob: carry 

id No e bad, hey * this, W * 

Want vent to. Samſon Py. fe, and 1 ante 

6d eatice thy hylband, tie may, 7 late W 

"od af riddle, left we burn, thee. and t q ather's ho | 

i6n) all” fie haſt fl called 1 vs, to. take. w 180 KC 

de mals meaniy PBs the invued chem to the wed- 
beast for her huſban LAY | wil from. 2 og 

Mn Wer which he Had 5 75 Samlon's. was, lo | 

Te and ſo. wie ed, as. to, ge ae 4 5 {i by 

on of r entreatięs or 1921 8 an I 
Kat d to have reſt n r Wack "oy 9000 Ne 7 
516 be the meaning o 4 hic 4 4 
ne). communicated, o, her countrymen, * 

40 te n of the city Joſt it appears, by this .time* 2 Was 1 


one a stiert patty) they Are 1 Io 
and 5 15% lay iog- $& ww | hat 8 Fl CR | 


n_ honey? hat is kee, than a lion?“ 
could 2 kn W. n d dilcpyerad, hi ; 
+706 ei, but e. neroully aid e wager, though | . 
No Certainby might ;ultly haye diſp uted it, as t 4 PS: 
not t0 We had been told: and, not fa fry uprayelled 
| be contented himſelf m 5 ich. telli ng. 23 


Fncrous men, chair 0 "ow not 8 
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My "wh is theifer, BON, hs 1 balls not RE 
Vie in the matter, they would" not have fon 
Nb! out his Riddle. 
55 ſtory may "ſerve. to nite" that] 10 
2M Wer Wilen the, cuſtoin of progoling Riddles! 
de, that of la ying wagers is uQive, in gene 
bf 'ſtfife and Milk; and if this is not the chi 
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quence, it can excite no pleaſing ſenſation in . (his 
| generous: mind; for if we win we muſt ove ol the! 
| good fortune to the ill ſucceſs of our friend this 
ighbour, . and no chriſtian-like ſpirit can rejofkught 

of 


f t, and if we ourſelves loſe, i may either hy 
5 circumſtances, or, if too inconſiderable, { 
.. ©. our tempers; and all things that tend in any way 
40 this, or in the ſlighteſt degree to excite 
afion of ayarice, ought to be carefully avoid 

the fincere chriſtian,  * 
"The avarice of the men of T imna h muſt have be 
very great, ſince, for the 15 of 5 Fey 


dem 4 ſheep and a change Ws 
Bos) $1 they were to pay if they "60 not renin this th 
{RVs ddle, they could commit Ain great fin of tem they « 
. ing 'a Wife to betray her huſband: but it plen en 
tze Alwighty to puniſh it, for we read, that „bind t! 
Spirit ok · the Lord came on Samſon, and he we llitine 


don to Aſkalon, a city of the Philiftines, and 
thirty of them.“ We are then told, that his a 

being-kindled, be went up to his father's hou 
Doriag his abſence from Timnah'his father-in- 

ve his wife in marriage to one who: had been 

8 end; this ſo much incenſed Samſon on his 

| turn, that he ' ſet fire to the 'Philiſtines” fields 
corn, and burnt both the ſhocks and the ſtan 

oy +2, corn, with the vineyards and olives. | 
This lie, taken in nora] * cannot 
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a 5 is WEE MET , E R. N NOS | 
uſed y be juſtified ; pa. by theſe mean Samſon re. 
ve ed the injury done him by. an individual on 
2 hole people, who ſuffered 23 for a fault 

hat e ch they did not commit: but when we look 

dles 1 her into this matter, we behold Samſon as an 
gehen ment in the hand of God; to puniſh a wicked 

ie cond idolatrous people, who though they might not 

on in e this inſtance be guilty, had, by their fins, drawn” _ 
ove oh them the judgments of the Lord. We read af. 
mend ir this, that „ Samſon ſmote them with a great 

b rejolWughter, and that he went down and dwelt in the 
ther bao of the rock Etam.” 

ble, a Then the Philiſtines went up and. pitched in 

wy Way nh, and ſpread themſelves in Lehi, cities of the - * 
xcite elites: and the men of Judah ſaid, * Why are 
elan come up againſt us? and they anſwered, to bind 


I nſon are we come up, to do to him as he hath. 
JaVe be 


ne to us. Then the men of Judah went to the, 
each y of the rock Etam, and ſaid to Samſon, knoweſt 
, the eu not that the Philiſtines are rulers over us ? what 
ound WE lis thou haſt done unto us? And he ſaid unto them, 


of teu they did unto me ſo have I done unto them. And 


t plea: wen of Judah ſaid unto him, we are come down 

hat hind thee, and to deliver thee into the hand of the 

he veiliſtines. And Samſon ſaid, ſware that ye will not 
and n on me yourſelves. And the men of Judah 
** ke unto him ſaying, No; but we will bind thee 2 
's hou 


h and deliver thee into their hand, but uy | 


deri vin not kill thee; and they bound him wi 

| Deen Wo new cords, and brought him up from the 

n bie ct. And when he came from Lehi the Philiſtines 

field buted againſt him; and the Spirit of the Lord 


e ſtand mightily upon him, and the cords that were 
| In his hands became as flax that was burnt with 
nne IF bre, and his bands loofad from off his hands 
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and he found che new jaw bone of an al, fd 
cqtth his hand and "took it, and \few' a thous 
4 h 4p 4 #714 * — * 2 N 
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me therewth,” Na 
This ſlaughter of che Philiſtines, and the wel 
; pon wherewith it was effected, are both caley 
lated.” to raiſe our wonder to the higheſt pitch 
that one man ſhould be more than a match” for 
thobſand, with ſuch an inſtrument as a jaw bond 
is beyond our finite conceptions, and we can on 
in awful wonder, acknowledge it to be the wo 
of 'a Supreme Being, before whom the molt nt 
merqus armies are but as duſt which the . 
ſcattereth.. . The Spirit of the Lord,” fays | 
text, . came mightily upon Samſon.” preparing us k 
the great mitacle which is immediately recordd 
mſon, . celebrating his: victory, compoſed a ſho 
öng, With the jay bone of an aſs heaps up 
heaps have 1 lain, -a thouſand men.“ He ip. v 
gave the name of Ramah Lehi, the lifting up bis c 
the jaw- bone, to the placſgdſe. [nan 
ſurem. 
refor 
my. 1 
Is, g 
Wn n 
en fla 
ing d. 
damſc 
the b 
t 66] 


. © Samfon judged Ifrae! in the days of the Phil 
tines twenty years. We are then informed that! 
went to Gaza, a city, of the Philiftines ; but it 
difficult to conceive what he, could have to do 
a.city of unbelievers : ſome think he went thith 

to obſerve, what poſture they were in, that 
might take ſome advantage againſt them; but if 
be forgot his buſineſs, negletted that, and Joh 
into a ſnare; for his eye was. caught by one it 
attire of a Harlot, and of ſubtle heart, who 

| duced him into her houſe to paſs the njght ran 
der. The Philiftines, upon hearing that 4heir UlElilah. 
my was come (periaps by the information oough, 

© + * treacherous, harlot) ſhut che gafes ok their nous 
thinking they now bal: him fale, and reſo vi kcol. 
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14 | EPR mieren 90 9. 00 5 * "= 1 pI K 5 * 
and pe Ge de de g IR? Fee at” , 
Done e, rouſed* perhaps by a dream or by the ' 


s of bis 6wn confeienge; and wen 9 Be 
the welt bis confcietice rouſe him; Was this à bedfor 
' caledNarite;' by Which is meant 4 wan Teparatedy z 
pitch {ct apart for the ſervice of God, to reſt in? Be 

ch for Wn: lenſible of this,” for he Cs SON KR 
w bond the gates of the city, and finding them lockert 

can on] barred, without ſtaying to force thenr open, 'by | 


: 


he vol ſtrength. plucks up the poſts, and” takes then * 
molt ne the gates, bars and all on bis .Ihpyfders,” ak 
he wü nes chem to the top of a bill, in contempt of — 
ſays. Wiſe vain endeavouts of his enemies to ſecure hin. 

ng us one would naturally fuſpaſe that Samſon having _ + 

recordeifice ſo nartowly efcaped the fnlaxe laid for tim, 

d a fuld have been more cautious in fütüte? But it 

aps updliſic far otherwiſe,” Perhaps Solomon; Proverbs 

He p. vii. ver. 26, may refer to this circumſtance -. - 

ng up FF his caution againſt the feductions of a lafcivious 
1 man ; after giving a ſtriking defcription of her 
de PhilWurements he adds, „ Hearken unto me now, —- 

:d that Wereforc,, O ye children, and attend to the words 3 

but i my mouth. Let not thine. heart decline to her 
to do ys, go not aſtray in her paths: for ſhe has Eaſt 

nt thin W beans 2p yea, many firong men haye- 
, that en ſlain by her. Herhouſe is the way to hell, | 
but i ing down to the chambers of death.” 


nd fo amſon was again weak enough to be enftizte 
one in the blandiſhments of a wicked woman : we rea 

„ who © It came to paſs afterward, that be loved a. 
1ight man in the valley of Sorek, wRoſe name was 
their Flilah.” The Philiftines,. as. may be obſerved _ 
on ol Woughout the whole of this hiſtory,” were very - 
heir ltious to get Samſon' in their power; but this was 
ſolvingicul: on account of his. amazing firength, 8. 8 
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| that we cannot wonder 
were of the. true God, 1 1 of! the Vonder he pe 
os forms by. thoſe whom, he chaſes as his inſtrumen 
wee cannot wonder, 1 ſay 75 Ms according to the 
ir ſuperſtitiqus ideas, they nag ined that Samſon 
tried about bim @ Spell, or „from which 
derived this eee power, and which if'th 
- - could take from him, would render him more n 
nmageable. This ſeems 7 mary been their opinid 
| E. ve read, + The Lords the Philiſtines 
up to Delilah and ſaid unto 1 entice him (me 
ing Samſon) and ſee wherein his great ſtrengthliet 
and by what means we may prevail againſt him 
 afflit ale, and we will give thee every one of 
eleven hundred pieces of filyer,” 
Delilah was eafily prevailed on ; this bribe 
do as they deſired, and immediately began to x 
tiſe her arts upon Samſon ; ſhe entreated him 
tell her wherein his wonderful ſtrength lay, 
whether it was really impoſſible he ſhould be boy 
repreſenting it no doubt as werely: a matter of | 
own. curioſity. - 
- - Samſon, to rid himſelf of her i importunities, thou 
probably thinking it no more than the inquiſitiven 
of a talkative woman, put her off by ſaying, 4 
if he were bound with ſeven green withs he ſho 
become weak as another man.” The treacherous] 
lilah told this to the Lords of the Philiſtines, thin 


a all human p 
pat 


„ ignorant 36 


ing herfelf, no doubt, ſure of the price of her Nodes 1 
quity, and they brought her ſeven green wil folly 
with which ſhe bound Samſon, probably when lay n 
was aſleep. The Lords of the Philiſtines bahnt 
the mean time, concealed men in the chamber 60 


to ſeize upon him when he ſhould, as he had 
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S ( 44 . ws. 
yeak as another man; but 1 . | 
beine him, he broke the, withs: with the fame; - 


- DC 
a8 ty 
$ lie ps 
rumen 
to the 
nſon 


es. Delilah 3 pee. ſul continuing, 
won again put her off e 


would de- 


which e bound with new cords, 
\ if: from bim.“ Delilah 3 to try this en 
more u iment, but when ſhe warned him of the approach 


Fo amber, he brake the cord f rom PE ien — : 


m (wei bread. Again ſhe, was importunate, and 
1th liet deceived her. by feigning, that if ſhe wove ſeven 


ſt hi 
Ine of je bim another. proof of her treachery; far. ſhe; 
: only wove the locks,. but faſtened g <4 to the! 


am, but Samſon waking. out of ** fleep,. ered” . 


2 both the pin and the een / 5h: 


n ·0 5 


d hi 
lay, „ folly and Rupidity of Samſon, or jche impu⸗ 
de boulee of Delilah; ;. what: could be more ſhameleſs 


| wicked thay her reſtleſs importunity to diſco- 
ra ſecret which ſhe knew would at leaſt endan-; 
the life of the man ſhe lived with, eſpecially: - 
er ſhe had been ſo repeatedly deteRted in endea- 

ring to turn his — — to his deſtruQion;g; 
when once avarice takes poſſeſſion of the heart, 

acrifice religion, juſtice, reputation, all to it 


ter of | 


28, thou 
ifitivent 
ing, « if 


he ſho 


ETOUSL 
es, thinffſÞuication, and become fit only for thoſe glommy 
of her Modes inhabited by ſpirits of darkneſs,, Nor was 


| It! 

1 ay no worſe, what could be. more weak than 
es bach Continuing à parly with one one hom he muſt 
über nly ſee was aiming to deſtroy him, or at leaſt 


« had him a e 1 n io nn FOE | 


% ” 
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be had. formerly done the cprda that bound n V2 
114 men of F Judab, delivered; him to the Phi 


© that e, 
the Philiſtines, who a lying in walt in he 5 


bs of has Aair he ſhould N and the: 5 


1 all this, it is difficult to ſay, which was Cog * 2 


folly of Samlon lefi than Delilah's wickedneſs 333 


| — of all conſider ation, had we not been'tolff 
Sa chat «Liſt . one of the 5 th 


-__ taketh 1 N y. the heart; 0 
| | : 
© "hits, ow eanſt thou fay I'loye thee," 151 ah 
bl y gre 
ſtrength lieth.“ Again de ate aſtoniſned at} 


8 ede find that Samſon, beſotted wich 


9 | - ths ſervice of God. 


N iche 0 epatarth hichſelf urito the” Lord, 


tying a his chilies? 15 N u- bie 
that be did not quit the“ houſe for eder pet 


ſcarcely: poſſible to imagine à man fo befoliel Y 


w——_— 
--But'ito'* return to Sarnſori *# Delifan ai 
heart is not with me; thöu haft "mocked me de 
three times, and haſt not told me Abe rein chy 


afſurance, after having betrayed Fim, three” tine im 
to hope to prevail the foufth; hut {til more ale "gt 


tunity and blinded Dy" N aſhiöhz at leng 
2 his hehrt open to her for he aid unto" 
J . come a razor upon wy head; i 

- T have been a Nazarite td Gol mo 120 ob} 
womb3'+f I be ſhaven, then my my vill} n 
from me nd 1 ſhall become WAY; 1 Mal be n 
ang oer nin,” ige don 1t. 
Now a Nazarite'Was, alta Gu befor 
erſon, Who tobk row to | )ardte himſelf | 
We find in he eth chap. ut! 

Numbers, many Jaws ap ppertaming to thole y f: 
took ap6h” *themiſelye the 28 of the N27 t lc | 
mong others the following; all the days. of t 
vow of his ſeparation th re Malf no razar co 
upon his head; until the days be fulfilted in! 


hall be holy; and ſhafl let he" locks df the! 
of his head grow.“ Sam ſon's confecration tog 
therefore, Was bis*ftrength, and the pledge of 
Vas, that no #kzotbeuttd come on his del tha 
| * laid; if J be ma ven 1'Matl "violate Oy 900 
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3:05 cb. This: bodily ſtrength depending ſo muck 
bar, teaches! us to magnify divine inftited © 
"+6108" for Samſon's hair could3naturatlyhayet no. 
jc uence om his ſtrength: but the preſerving it was 
u ined by: God; Mhoſe grace we can expect on,, 
"Rid the uſe of ſuch means prays e 1 

oon as Delilah ſaw that (Samſon had dito)! 


ien thi bed to her the truth, ſhe ſent for the Philiſtites, 5 5 


rs Frog them to come this once, for that now Sa:. 
9 had diſcovered to 2 * * 
e n immediately, with the veward of unrighteouft t! 
e he in their hands. If any thing can add ti½ e 

r lee to accompliſh her purpoſe, fort we find "ſhe 

5 . ſony fleap©on-her:knees,' laid His head in 33 
dead lap, and wheneſleep bad: a- man ready to ehjt 
Fot bis locks, which was fdone ſo ſilentiy and quiet 

k i not to awake him though it plainly afflicted 

Ie el m in his fleep; his iſpiris we mn ſuppoſe Fink 
Jon it. Though he could not but mifs his halt 


hen he awoke, yet when Delilah faid, the Phi. 


„ 
eh out as at other times before, and ſhiake myſelf,” 

boss ing, perhaps, aſter ſleepf ther bret fue 
zart elf to make! his part good fagainſt ef Phi 
ys obe Poor Samſon we may ſuppoſe! found Totnt 

abe bse in himſelf, but) wilt not, that is "knew Hot, 

ed in the Lord was departed from hi. Thus many | 
Lord; yoke God to dopart from them undo are not fehl 


© ihe e of cheir Jaſs, their ſpiritual graces lat 

n to raw weak, but they impute it hot £64 thelfruüe 
e aff Me. Samſon having thrown himſeff out of the 

4 ca *tion,of God, the Philiftines found no dient 

yy v0 ine him bis defence was. gobe; they cruelty | 
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i owis hide; { 1 wala A 
Tim to Gap, where ke was eo grind 


Þ 8 . is Raste dae that Sariſanhis 
| "which mar the inlets of his ſin, were che beginnt h 
' of his punjſhment, he ſav the harlot of Gag wane” 


became , faſtinated with her charms; perhapi, 
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